St Chad’s RC Primary

A Time for Preparation
After another hectic week, we approach a special time in the liturgical calendar—Advent. This is a time for waiting and
preparation for the coming of Christ. We will be setting aside additional time for daily prayer and worship to help prepare
our hearts and minds to be more in tune with the real meaning of the season: Hope, Peace, Joy and Love.
Mrs Brackenridge

National Restrictions —Thursday 5th November

Key Dates
Thursday 26th November

Height and Weight Check—
Reception

Thursday 10th December

Christmas Dinner

Thursday 17th December

Christmas Party (pm) in class

Friday 18th December

As you will be aware the Government announced that we would be entering
into a National Lockdown from Thursday 5th November, however schools
are NOT closing. The guidance does ask that we continue to observe the
social distancing rules and the key message of: Hands, Face, Space. Therefore, we ask that you:



Use the one way system so that parents and children are travelling
one way around the school. Please do not go through the exits for a
short cut or because the weather is bad we MUST keep everyone
safe.



Adults to wear a face mask when walking around the school grounds,
children under 13 do not have to wear one.



Keep 2m apart from each other when waiting to drop off or collect
your children



No visitors or parents inside school. Please ring the office if you need
something 0161 205 6965



DO NOT send your child to school if anyone in your household has
symptoms or tests positive

School closes for half term

Monday 4th January

Teacher Training Day

Tuesday 5th January

Teacher Training Day

Wednesday 6th January

School reopens
Coming soon

January 2021

EYFS Zoom about Reading
KS1 Zoom about Reading
KS2 Zoom about Reading

Teacher Training Days
As you will know Manchester City Council has awarded
schools additional teacher training days this academic year.
As we transition to an academy, these additional days will be
beneficial to developing the curriculum and learning opportunities for our pupils. Therefore, school will closed for an additional day on:

Please see the guidance at https://www.gov.uk/government/
publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/guidance-for-households-

Bubble Closure
This week we have had to another bubble, due to a positive case
class so all children are self—isolating for two weeks. Please remember if you have symptoms the WHOLE household so this
means everyone that lives in your house or is part of your support
bubble MUST isolate so DO NOT send your children to school.

Tuesday 5th January 2021
This means the children will return to school on
Wednesday 6th January 2021.

Christmas
Unfortunately, this year Christmas celebrations in school won’t be the same. Due to Covid-19, we are being careful about
cards being exchanged so if your child does want to send cards to children in their class, they must give them to the class
teacher or TA to quarantine them and then they can be handed out. All cards must be handed in to the class teacher by
Friday 11th December.
Early Years and Key Stage 1 usually put on a Christmas production of the Nativity story but unfortunately this can not go
ahead. Some parents have asked if we can do this virtually but not all parents have given permission for their child’s image to
be shared so this would be problematic to organise so we will be learning about the Nativity in class as we prepare to
celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ on Christmas Day.

Advent

Good work

This Sunday (29th November) is the First Sunday of Advent.
Advent is the liturgical season that precedes and prepares us for
Christmas. It is a season of hope and of longing, of joyful expectation and of peaceful preparation. Advent is that time of the year
when we prepare to welcome Jesus into the world and our lives
again.

The classes have all been very busy this week, including
our Year 5 and 6 classes who have been learning from
home. Well done to you all.

This year we must face the prospect of experiencing Advent in a
different way as Coronavirus restrictions continue to impact our
daily lives.
Bishop John has encouraged us and those in our households to
find time to pray together and to create a space where we can
build Church at home. We hope that these resources will help to
sustain your prayer life this Advent.

Preparing the Way at Advent
You can find a collection of Advent resources in this document
produced by the Department of Formation by clicking here. This is
our main Advent resource.

Year 2 have been finding
out about the commitment
and promises that are
made during Baptism.
They acted out a Baptism
in class and explored the
various symbols within
the ceremony.
Year 2 have also been exploring money in maths so their
teacher has set up a supermarket for them to find the
total and give change. This will help them understand
the value of money.

https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/
Preparing-the-way-Advent-at-Home-Resources.pdf

A w ritten reflection on the symbolism
of Advent can be found on page 3.

Supporting the Catholic Faith
The Wednesday Word to focus on this week is Advent

We are also using Ten Ten as an online tool for assemblies and collective worship in the classroom and there is a parents
newsletter available for you to read so you can support your child at home.
This week is on our website www.st-chads.manchester.sch.uk under Faith life

Talk Homework
We have an ongoing commitment to encourage the development of language by using ambitious vocabulary with our children.
Please spend some quality time with your child learning to say the word for their class and what it means.





Do they understand what it means?
Can they say it in a sentence?
Can they select a word that means the same (synonym)? (KS2)
Can they select a word that means the opposite (antonym)? (KS2)

Year Group:
Nursery

Word of the week:
afternoon

Reception

additional

Year 1

blush

Year 2

friendly

Year 3

adoration

Year 4

impolite

Year 5

cultivate

Year 6

abode

https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/news/covid19/advent-at-home/

