St Chad’s RC Primary
Newsletter 18/12/20
Have a lovely Christmas
The final week before the Christmas break has been a busy one. The children have watched a pantomime courtesy of
Mrs Potts—which the children enjoyed— and they thoroughly enjoyed their parties with their class. We have focused on
the Third and Fourth Sunday of Advent and now wait in joyful anticipation for the birth of Jesus Christ. At the end of a
busy half term we hope everyone has a lovely break and takes time to rest ready for the new year. Mrs Brackenridge

National Restrictions —Tier 3 (Very High Alert)

Key Dates
Friday 18th December

School closes for half term

Monday 4th January

Teacher Training Day

Tuesday 5th January

As you will be aware the Government announced that we would be entering
Tier 3 from Wednesday 2nd December. The guidance does ask that we
continue to observe the social distancing rules and the key message of:
Hands, Face, Space. Therefore, we ask that you:



Use the one way system so that parents and children are travelling
one way around the school. Please do not go through the exits for a
short cut or because the weather is bad we MUST keep everyone
safe.



Adults to wear a face mask when walking around the school grounds,
children under 13 do not have to wear one.



Keep 2m apart from each other when waiting to drop off or collect
your children



No visitors or parents inside school. Please ring the office if you need
something 0161 205 6965



DO NOT send your child to school if anyone in your household has
symptoms or tests positive

Teacher Training Day

Wednesday 6th January

School reopens
Coming soon

January 2021

EYFS Zoom about Reading
KS1 Zoom about Reading
KS2 Zoom about Reading

Returning to School—January 2021
As you will know Manchester City Council has awarded schools additional teacher training days this academic year. As we transition to an academy, these
additional days will be beneficial to developing the
curriculum and learning opportunities for our pupils.
We will have teacher training days on Monday 4th
and Tuesday 5th January 2021.
School will open again on:

Wednesday 6th January 2021

Please see the guidance for Tier 3 at: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/tier-3very-high-alert

Goodbye and Good luck
This Friday we say goodbye to Mr Puddick and Mrs Potts. Mr
Puddick is leaving to go to a new school and Mrs Potts is going back
to Mount Carmel where she is the headteacher. We want to thank
them for all their hard work and dedication during their time at St.
Chad’s.

12 days of Christmas Reading Challenge
One of our priorities is reading so we have come up with a challenge to encourage reading through the holidays. The 12 days of Christmas Reading Challenge is an exciting new challenge open to all children in KS1
and KS2. Complete each of the 12 challenges and get a parental signature to confirm the date you did it
on. You will need to provide evidence as suggested on the challenge and email photographs to
teacher@st-chads.manchester.sch.uk
All those who complete the challenge will receive 50 House points. The best one from each year
group will also receive a £10.00 book token.#
More information on page 3

Fourth Sunday of Advent—Love

Good work

This Sunday (20th December) is the Fourth Sunday of Advent.
Advent is the liturgical season that precedes and prepares us
for Christmas. It is a season of hope and of longing, of joyful
expectation and of peaceful preparation. Advent is that time of
the year when we prepare to welcome Jesus into the world and
our lives again.

The classes have all been very busy this week and everyone has been exploring the real meaning of Christmas
and how we prepare for the birth of Jesus during Advent.
This week year 1 have been looking at the painting Starry
Night by Vincent Van Gogh and recreated their own as a
Starry Night of Bethlehem.

We have enjoyed coming together this week to share the Word
of God and witness the joy of Advent in our class assemblies.

Preparing the Way at Advent
Bishop John has encouraged us and those in our households to
find time to pray together and to create a space where we can
build Church at home. We hope that these resources will help
to sustain your prayer life this Advent.
You can find a collection of Advent resources in this document
produced by the Department of Formation by clicking here. This
is our main Advent resource.
https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/
Preparing-the-way-Advent-at-Home-Resources.pdf
A w ritten reflection on
the symbolism of Advent can be
found on page 3.

Supporting the Catholic Faith
The Wednesday Word is in a booklet for you to share as a family over Christmas. Inside are the
Gospel readings and the words to focus on and use as a topic of discussion.
The words to focus on are: Joy, Mary, Family, Christ and Baptism.
We are also using Ten Ten as an online tool for assemblies and collective worship in the classroom and
there is a parents newsletter available for you to read so you can support your child at home.

Congratulations
Thank you to the many parents that filled out the reading questionnaire. We had over 40 replies so this will help inform our
school your views on how we teach and support reading at St.
Chad’s. We picked a winner from all the entries and the lucky
winner was Mrs Pang (children in Nursery and Year 3). Her
prize was a £20 Asda voucher—well done!

